
Madison Drama Parent meeting 
Thursday, April 5, 2018 
Minutes 
 

1. 2018-19 Drama Parent Group Nominations 
1.1. An email was sent out on Mail Chimp with a Google form asking for nominations 

for officers and committee chairs for 2018-19 school year to support a Drama 
Parents association/group.  A second email will be sent out as a reminder. The 
link has also be posted in the parent Facebook page. Elections will be held at the 
May Drama Parents meeting on May 3rd. 

 

Action Items 

Hold Officer/Committee Chair Elections for 2018-19 Drama Parent 
Association 

Status -- Open 

 
2. Musical -- Fiddler on the Roof status 

2.1. Concessions -- waiting on approval of purchase authorization. Will need parent 
volunteers to work concessions during the musical. 

2.2. Cast Meals -- waiting on word from a few restaurants. We requested a reduction 
in the cost in exchange for a quarter-page ad in the program this year. Also, we 
are planning to feed the cast on “dark day” since a few days of rehearsal were 
lost due to weather cancellations.  The kitchen to store food will be opened 
before school to accept food donations on Monday, April 23rd.  

2.3. Tickets -- online ticket sales (iTickets) are open. We will need parent volunteers 
to sell tickets during the week of the musical during lunches in the cafeteria and 
before each show. 

2.4. Set Design -- wood was donated and delivered by one of the drama parents. 
Two large pieces of the set have been built. The crew has a goal to have the 
entire set building complete the week before the performance. On Friday, April 6, 
and Saturday, April 7, parent volunteers are welcome to assist. 

2.5. Costumes -- costumes are coming along and on schedule. We have borrowed a 
lot from Babs Dyer. Also, Flo Arnold is scheduled to come by on Saturday, April 
7th with potential costume items to rent. By Saturday, They will be able to identify 
any items still needed. The only requirement sent out to date to the students was 
to purchase shoes / boots. 

2.6. Programs -- we are still working on identifying all of the ads submitted and 
purchased. Some ads don’t have an associated payment and some payments 
don’t have an associated ad. Within the Facebook Fiddler group, Leah Glicker 
(stage manager) requested that an electronic version of the ads be emailed to 
Ms. Henderson at sky4pumpkin@gmail.com. Mr. Henderson published the 

mailto:sky4pumpkin@gmail.com


Google doc/sheet tracking student ads on the MAD Parent Drama Facebook 
page during our meeting. 

2.7. Publicity -- the MAD Drama banner went up on Monday across Rt. 123/Maple 
Ave. It is up for one week. (After it comes down, we plan to store it in the Props 
room for the year and there will be a sticker put over “Fiddler” next year.)  
Also, Linda Colbert is working on getting announcements in the local Vienna 
newspapers. Hunter Slingbaum is also working on many projects to advertise 
Fiddler (yard signs for feeder schools, performing small Fiddler pieces in costume 
at middle and elementary schools, posters around the school and town).  

2.8. T-shirts -- T-shirts are ordered. They should be available for distribution no later 
than Friday, April 13th.  

2.9. Senior Recognition -- the group clarified that Senior Roses are part of senior 
recognition. Senior recognition is done at the end of the spring musical and at the 
Thespian Honor Society Induction. Jean Simpson will submit a purchase order 
for the roses for the seniors who will be recognized after the last Fiddler show on 
Saturday night. 

2.10. Cast Party -- Nick Hovis’ family has agreed to host a cast party. Extra food from 
the cast meals will be donated to help feed the cast and crew attending the party. 
Parents may be asked to help with cleanup and other assistance for the party. 

2.11. Show Thank Yous -- Inga Erickson  the group discussed who should receive 
Thank yous for their assistance with Fiddler. It was decided that businesses 
donating to the show and individuals outside of the Madison Drama department 
(such as the rabbi who visited) will receive special recognition/thank yous. 

2.12. Other Support Needs -- Props is still looking for a way to support the Fiddler 
scene where dishes are supposed to be broken. They are also looking for a 
solution for candles. Real fire is not allowed but they want something realistic. 

 

Action Items for Committee Chairs 

Committee chairs put together volunteer needs for Sign-Up Genius and 
send to Beth Glicker. 

Status -- Open 

Send out Drama Parent email and post in MAD Drama Parent Facebook 
Group requesting parent volunteers to assist with set building/painting this 
Friday, April 6 and Saturday, April 7. 

Status -- 
Complete 

Create and share with parents a spreadsheet of costume needs for 
assistance. This should be done after April 7th’s meeting with Flo.  

Status -- Open 

Reconcile ad files to students/payments. Also run ads that did NOT make 
the Macbeth program last fall.  

Status -- Open 

Parents volunteered to contact Elementary School principals to see about 
getting brief Fiddler performances done at feeder schools during dismissal 

Status -- Open 



to peak interest in the show. 

Send Hunter the band vendor for yard signs. Status -- Open 

Compile a list of seniors and their plans after graduation for Senior 
Recognition after the last Fiddler performance. Roses will also be given to 
the seniors during recognition. 

Status -- Open 

Form a subcommittee to assist with Cast Party after Fiddler. Status -- Open 

Compile a list of organizations and people requiring special thank yous for 
their support of Fiddler on the Roof. 

Status -- Open 

Compile a list of Props needs and share with parents. Status -- Open 

 
3. Other Business 

3.1. International Thespian Festival -- Lincoln, Nebraska -- June 25-30, 2018 
3.1.1. As of right now, only one student is committed to participating in this trip. 

This Festival is similar to the Virginia Thespian conference, but on a much 
larger scale. The total cost is approximately $1400 -- which includes 
airfare, accommodations in a double-room occupancy dorm room at 
University of Nebraska, three meals a day, admittance to all shows, 
workshops, and late night activities. 

3.1.2. Based on past trips, Mr. Henderson says this trip is worth it and an 
amazing opportunity and experience for the students. 

3.1.3. A $100 deposit for registration is due by April 17, 2018. 
3.2. Website/Facebook/Communications  

3.2.1. Jen O’Beirne is using Mail Chimp and the MAD Drama Facebook page to 
keep parents informed. She asked if using both methods was too much. 
Many parents expressed that they appreciate Jen using both options to 
keep our community informed. 

3.2.2. Jen also explained that she can update the parent tab on the 
maddrama.com website. 

3.3. Edinburgh, Scotland Fringe Festival -- Summer 2019 
3.3.1. Ellen MacGregor presented her research results on the American High 

School Theatre Festival trip to London and Edinburgh, Scotland Fringe 
Festival 

3.3.1.1. A $3000 group deposit is required before the end of May 2018 to 
reserve a spot for taking a group over mid-summer 2019 (July 
27-Aug 9, 2019. 

3.3.1.2. Mr. Henderson would attend a FAM tour this summer -- August 
1-7, 2018. The purpose is to familiarize Mr. Henderson with the 
festival so he could better understand the venue and tech support 



provided, which would help him determine what One Act best fits 
the festival for Mad Drama. 

3.3.1.3. If Madison decides to go, it is best if at least 10 students 
participate to keep the costs (i.e., group flight cost) within the 
published cost range per student -- $5600-6200. There is no 
maximum group size constraint. For every 15th full-paying 
participant, the 16th adult participant is free. The cost per student 
includes the following: 

➢ 1 FREE college credit for student participants 
➢ Round-trip airfare 
➢ 2-night accomodations in London (single or double) 
➢ 10-night accomodations in Edinburgh (single or double) 
➢ One meal per day in London 
➢ Two meals per day in Edinburgh 
➢ Motor coach service for group as indicated on itinerary for sightseeing, 

airport, and venue travel 
➢ Sightseeing in London and Scotland 
➢ London theatre ticket 
➢ Technical session in one of the Fringe venues 
➢ Four performances in one of the Fringe venues 
➢ Rental of venue including basic lighting, sound, and stage components 
➢ Nighttime security 
➢ And more trip travel support 

3.3.2. Fundraising would be expected but understood that the students wanting 
to participate would have the responsibility to raise funds.  

3.3.3. Ellen is working with the Madison Activities department to understand 
FCPS policy regarding overseas field trips and to make sure that 2019 
graduating seniors have an opportunity to participate. Once these 
questions are answered, a drama parent-wide email/Facebook post will 
go out to determine the level of parent/student interest. 

3.4. NYC trip -- May 19th -- Hunter Slingbaum is set with her plans for this year’s trip. 
The remainder of the payment for the trip was due on April 4th. The agenda is set 
and parent chaperones are set. Additional information about the trip can be found 
in the NYC Trip 2018! Facebook group. It is a closed group, but if your student is 
in the group, they can add you as a member. 

3.5. Thespian Honor Society Induction -- June 1 
3.5.1. The Thespian Honor Society induction program/ceremony is scheduled 

for June 1 in the Madison auditorium. Some planning has happened but 
students might need parent support after Fiddler is done.  

3.6. End of the Year Drama Banquet -- June 2 -- PJ Skidoos -- no new information 
was discussed. More will happen after Fiddler is done. 

3.7. Cappies Gala -- June 10 -- Kennedy Center 
3.7.1. Nominations will be published on May 15th. 



3.7.2. At the moment, it is expected that Madison will receive 40 tickets to this 
event. If Macbeth is nominated as best play, then more tickets will be 
made available.  

3.7.3. For those who are able to attend, the cost is $40 for a ticket. Karen Cain 
purchases the tickets for Madison. 

3.8. Thespian Honor Society parent support -- the monthly Thespian Honor Society 
meeting was held on Wednesday, April 4th. Parent Linda Fiel took notes and Mr. 
Henderson published her notes on the MAD Drama Parents Facebook page. 

 

Action Items for Parent Leads 

Continue to research Edinburgh Scotland Festival. Clarify the status of 
2019 graduates’ participation. When additional details are better 
understood, solicit interest from families/students and a deposit if 
applicable. 

Status -- Open 

Collect money and purchase Cappie Gala tickets. The number of tickets 
available to Madison is still TBD. 

Status -- Open 

Parent assistance needed with pins and flowers in order to support the 
Thespian Honor Society Induction. 

Status -- Open 

 
 

4. Next Meeting -- Thursday, May 3rd, 7 p.m., Black Box 


